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Vonderful Advantages of Adventur 











ADVANTAGES, &e. 


f;OHN BROWN was fervant in the 
family of a refpeQlable Merchant i 
this city. He had lived there for fevera 
years; and from his regular honelty, fo 
briety and diligence, pofieffled the cont 
dence and affection of his mafter. While 
in that family, he married a fellow-fer 


vant, a young woman whole name wa 
Mary Coates, and they lived for more 
than feven years very happily together 
They had one child living, a fine littl 
boy about fix years oid, whom they main. 
tained at a fchool, kept fome miles fro 

town by Mary’s father. This was though 
better than putting him to fchool in Lon 
don, as he was under an affectionate rela 
tion, and lefs expofed to the company ol 
wicked children. John and his wile got 
leave fiom time to time to vifit their child 
and were always able to take him onqfi 
little article or other of clothes, as_ wel 
«3 afmall prefent to the grandfather. 
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Thus comfortable were John and Ma- 


ry, and had John been religious lke his 


wife, they would have had a very fair 
profpec& of continuing fo. He, like ma- 
ny others, thought Religion rather an 
unneceflary thing for a man who made it 
2 rule to be fober, and honeft, and dili- 


cent, and kind. Befides the other very | 


important confiderations againft which he 
fhut his heart, he did not reflect that 
without religion his good conduét to his 
family and his matter ftood on no folid 
foundation. 


One unfortunate day as he was going 
on a meflage, he received a hand-bill 
from a man ftanding at the door of a Let- 
tery Office. This hand-bill fet forth ma- 


ny wonders, and invited all who had @ 


mind to be rich ina hurry, to feize the 
lucky hour of ad venturing in the wheel 
of fortune ; fhewing them how many thou- 
land pounds they would be fure to get for 
| Caiting his eye over the 
advertifement, the thought ftruck him 


inat he would try his fortune. ‘Why may 


not I get a prize as well as another ? 
laid he to himfelf ; ‘ and if I get the twen- 


ty thoufand pound prize, or even one ‘of Ni 
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man as my mafter? It was a woeful mo- tt 
‘ment for poor John, when this imagina. : 
tion faftened on his mind. Full of the 

A 


hotion of getting rich, John returned § *' 
home, and appeared all that day unufu- 
ally thoughtful. At night, as he was not 
ufed to conceal any thing from his wife, 
he told her his intention. ‘ Molly, (faid 
he) we have juit got our wages, and the. 
drawing begins to-morrow ; fuppofe we fj | 
iry our fortune in the Lottery. Not with 2° 
my confent, fhe replied; I think we are 
rich enough as we are, and ought to be 

| thankful to God that we want for ‘nothing. bl 

| John was obliged to acknowledge this; he 


but obferved that it would do them no ** 
harmto have fomething morc. Indeed, Pe 
but it might, (faid Molly) for you know, @! 

an 


4 John, God is the beift judge of what is b 
* good for us, and it is his Providence J °° 
| that has placed us in our prefent fituation. be 
'| If he faw that more riches would do us 
* good, I believe he would fend them to us 








in an honeft way: but I am fure you and nf 
. Iknow fome people, that are not at all “ 
» the better for their riches, no nor the hap- pis 


pier either.’ But what harm (faid he) 
can there be in trying our fortune ? ‘1 
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know there is harm, (replied his wife, 
who was well read in the bible,) I know 
there is harm in covetoulfnefs; for the 
word of God fays, Be content with such 
things as you have; and he that maketh 
haste to be rich shall not be innocent ; and 
the love of money is the root of all evil. 
For my part I am very well fatished as I 
am, and when I think of the poverty and 
diftrefs our bleffed Saviour fubmitted to, 
I find great reafon to praife him for the 
abundance we enjoy. SBefides trying our 
fortune, as you call it, is no better than 
tempting God, who isthe real giver of 
what men fay fortune gives them. Our 
blefled Saviour refufed, you know, when 


he fafted in the wildernefs to at in.an, jj 


extraordinary manner, in order that God 
might give him riches and other things, 
for he faid that would be tempting God; 

and what would going into the Lottery 
be but tempting God, for would it not 
be taking an extraordinary courfe in or- 
der to try whether God would make us 
rich? But, my dear, what has put this 
matter into your head? John pulled the 
hand-bill out of his pocket, and explain- 
ed to her as well as he could, all the won- 
derful advantages which it promifed. 
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This did not fatisfy his wife: and the 
wifely obferved, that if there were fo 
much to be got by thefe fame tickets, it 
was ftrange that se people who fold them 
would not ratherkeep them for themfelves, 
‘ But do you not fee there before your 
eyes, faid John, the number of prizes | 
that were fold laft year at the Lion’s Of. 
fice?? ‘Well, replied his wife, I with 
they had publifhed the number of d/anks 
that were fold too.’ 


‘ But ah! John, there are a great ma- 
ny lies in print: and to tell you the 
truth, I fancy it is all a gambling trick, 
and that the people who fell thete tickets 
are little better than Aaves, and the folks 
who buy them no better than fools. And 
you know, my dear, our little boy wants 
clothes, and this is the time that you 
generally take fomething to his old grand- 
father. Sure, faid fhe, while a tear {tole 
down her cheek, you will not forget our 
dear Johnny.” But all her arguments 
were in vain; and he concluded the con- 
verlation rather peevifhly, with. declar- 
ing. ‘ It is a folly to talk; I am refolv- 
edtotry.’ His wife wiped her eyes, and 















only faid with a figh, ‘ J] am forry for it. 
He had never grieved her fo much before. 


That night John flept little; he was 
anxioufly debating which of the various 
modes of adventuring was to be prcier- 
red, and laying a thoufand plans as to 
what he would do upon getting his ex- 
pected riches. Early next day he got 
from his wife fome money which he had 
given her tay keep; and making a falfe 
excufe of b@finefs for leaving home, he 
hurried to the Lottery Office. There, 
looking at various tickets, and ihares, 
and policies that were fhewn, out of fe- 
veral numbers that he was informed were 
peculiarly /ucky, he feleCted one ticket. 

But as be was returning with it home, 
beginning to think that it was foolith to 
fpend all bis luck (as he called it) upo,s 
one number, he went back, and changed 
the ticket. for fix pol patos which he got 
ata guinea a piece. ‘ Well (faid he) as 


he put them in his pocket, < can never 


be all drawn-blanks.’ Upon hearing that 
the ticket he had taken firit was drawn 
the next day a prize of ten pounds. he 
thanked his stars that he had parted with 
it, as he fhould by no means be fatisfied 
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with gaining fo little as two or three 
pounds bye his venture. 


John now became hourly anxious to | 
know whether his numbers were drawn 
or not, and often neglected his bufinefs to 
enquire aive them. He appeared thought- 
ful and gloomy in the houfe; and fome. 
times gave nis malter avery fhort an- 
iwer, if he found fault with him. All in 
the family wondered at the entire change 


in his conduét ;—his poor wife alone 


guefled at the caufe. To her he now obfer- 
ved an entire filence uponthe fubject, as 
he iiad found her fo decided againft his 
venturing in the Lottery. But one day, 
when he had come home after hearing 
that two of his numbers were drawn 
blanks, and athird drawn a rol. prize, 
(from which he of courfe got nothing,) 
fhe affe€tionately feized his hand, and 
witn a flood of tears aiked him why he 
had been for fome days fo peevith to her. 
‘My deareft hufband, frid fhe, it was 
never fo with you before fince our mar- 
tage. ie have done any thing lately 
to offe ee you, lam ready to go on my 
knees to atk your pardon. Only do not 
breax tet heart by behaving as > fives did 









hree 





s to | 
awn 
{s to 
oht. 
me- 
an- 
ll in 
ange 
lone 
ofer- 
Logs 
his 
day, 
ring 
‘awn 
riZe, 
ing,) 
and 
y he 
her. 
was 
mar- 
ately 
1 my 
) not 
1 did 
































9 


( ) 


not love me’—‘ Pugh! Woman! 





(repli- 


ed he fullenly)—don’t maké*a fool of iW 


yourfelf.? ‘ Alas! (faid fhe) is it a fol- 
ly to be grieved at feeing you unhappy, 
or at the fear of having difpleafed you? 
But, ah! I fear the Lottery is the caufe. 
I thought no good would come of it.’ 
Molly perceived that his mind was ina 
tate of vexation; and therefore did not 
prefs the fubje&t then. But in the even- 
ing fhe took an opportunity of tenderly 
entreating him to reft fatisfied under any 
lofs he had already fuffered, without 
venturing farther; obferving that he 
might thus learn aleffon which might be 
ufeful to him all his life; but that in the 
courfe in which he was he could not ex- 
pect the blefling of God.—‘ And turely 
(added the) we fhall be richer with that 
blefling and a few worldly comforts, than 
if we had all the world without it. Ah! 
John! there is indeed, as our Saviour 
lays, but. one thing needful. What mat- 
ter whether we be rich or poor in this 
life, if we get to heaven at laft? And 
truly Godis fo gracious a mafter, that his 
lervice brings peace and comfort with it 
even here: while on the contrary, thofe 
who fet their hearts upon the world; de 
D5 
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not even find in it mow the enjoyment 
which they feek; not to fay, that if they ; 
gained the whole world, and lost their own * 
souls, they would make a fool’s bargain.’ 
Though John feldom. read his Bible; ‘ 
3 yet he knew enough of it to be fatisfied, 
 - that what fhe faid was all very true; and " 
fhe fpoke with fo much gentlenefs and 7 
affe€tion that he could not take it amifs.§ ” 
‘| He then promifed her, that he would not , 
/, throw away any more money in the Lot- 
| tery. She thanked God for her hufband’s a 
| refolution, and prayed that he might have P 
‘| grace to keep it. But withing to with. 7 
/} draw him from the fcene of temptation,— — 
| fhe propofed that he fhould afk leave offf ™ 
| his mafter to vifit their little child in the ” 
| country. To this John confented, and 7 
4}  eafily obtained permiffion. It was with P 
t | joy that Molly faw him fet off next morn- t 
‘| ing; but fhe little thought how foon her ws 
L) joy was to be fucceeded by the bitterelt 
b) forrow. Her hufbands heart was fill 
») hankering after his three numbers that r 
"| remained in the wheel; and as the draw: ee 





} ing was pretty far advanced, he became 
» every day more anxious and impatient 
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He therefore refolved, inftead of leaving 
town that day to fpend it in the place 
where the drawing was goingon. ‘ Who 
knows (faid‘he to himfelf) but I may re- 
turn to my wife this evening, with news 
that will make her own, that I did right 
in ¢ryie my fortune ?? As he was on his 
way, he came to a famous office for infu- 
ring numbers. 
insuring, but did not well know what it 
meant. Having however become agam- 
bler, he had an itch after trying his for- 
tune in this way alfo. He therefore ftep- 
ped into the office. ‘ I want (faid he) to 
insure; but I don’t know how to do it, 
nor indeed what it is.” ‘ Sir, (replied a 
well-dreft man behind the counter) you 
are perfeCtly right. Infuring, Sir, is the 
only way to make money ; and I will ex- 
plain it all to you in a moment with the 
greatelt pleafure.’ John thanked his ho- 
nour. ‘ Only give me (continued the o- 
ther) the trifling premium of 6s. rod. on 
any number.you chufe, andif it be drawr 
either blank or prize in the courfe of the 


ay you may call on me for Five Gui-! Hi 


neas, and they will be paid you down Hy 
upon the nail: hard guineas, Sir, hard * 
and heavy. ‘There is no offee in this} 
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John had often heard of LA 
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city that pays Jits with fo much honour 
as this. 1 had demands on me yelterday 
to the ¢une of 3001. and all were anfwer. 








a ed as foon as called for.’ ‘ Well, (faid 5 
) john, who had not the wit to afk himfelf § , 
* how the gentleman came to be fo finely 9 4 
© dreft while he was lofing fo much money,) § ,, 
F ‘ Well, and if the number be not drawn§j , 
to-day at all, will you give me any thing ? 3 
| ‘ O! Sir (replied the office-keeper) as tof + 
| that, itis very unlikely. And really, it@ , 
‘; is not any intereft Ihave im this, that 4, 
-; makes me carry on the bufinefs; but a . 
| pleafure Ihave in offering better terms 
_ to my cuftomers than any other office ing , 
| London can boaft of. And I would re-§ , 
commend it to you, asa friend, toinfure# ., 
| at leaft ten or twelve numbers; that you . 
‘) be certain of winning. Take my word 1 
| for it that is playing afure game. Fivefl , 
Guineas, Sir, for 6s. rod.! think ofthat’? 9, 
The cunning oilice-keeper was fofriendly J 
| and fo obliging, that he eafily prevailed a 
-| on John to infure his three remaining® , 
numbers, befides feveral others, for that 
*} day. The poor man now thought it was , 
| hardly poflible but that he mult put fome-# , 
' thing in his pocket. ‘ Whether the num- 


bers (thought he) be drawn. blanks or 


~ 
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prizes I get money; and if any of my 
three 


is yet in the wheel ; 
get it as well as another ? 


tongue in his cheek, {neering at John’s 
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remaining policies turn up thé 
r0,000l. prize, my fortune is made. It 
and why may not I 
Full of this 
thought he haftened to watch the drawing 
while the office-keeper, as he went out, 
put the money in his pocket and his 












fimplicity. John found at the place of Wik 
drawing a number of drunken, ragged, |} 
blafpheming wretches. Their appearance |) 
and language at firft fhocked him ; efpe- 7] 
cially when he heard one and another |) 
curfing themfelves for their folly in trying | 4 
their fortune. But he now became all |) 
attention to the numbers that were de- |) 
clared as foon as drawn; and his heart ie 
beat, whenever any one near his own was /!} 
be “net In a little time, Weaied (4 

vith expeClation, he began to imitate the / if 

example of others around him. in laying | 
wagers whether the number next drawn ys 
would be a blank or prize: and ade Gends ‘ 
looking man, who fat near, foen engaged ai 
with bit m in the ‘bufinefs. ‘The fteanger, 1) 
who knew better than John how’to reck=]/ i 
on chances, let him win a few fhillinesIt 
at fir; but foon ftript him of every és} 9 
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thing in his pocket. He was afhamed to 
confefs that he had no more money, and 
the f{pirit of Gaming having now com. 
pletely feized him, he hurried back to 
his mafter’s houfe; and when his wife 
with furprize afked the caufe of his fud. 
den appearance, he pretended that he 
recollected on his way to their little boy 

fome article which he had forgotten tb 
take with him, and returned for it. He 
had not been ‘uled to dying ; but having 
now commenced Gametter, he was going 
on fiep by ftep in wickednefs, His poor 
wife perceived confufion and diftrefs in 
his countenance; but believing what he 
faid fhe made no farther enquiries, and 
only urged him to haften his departure. 


She knew not that he took away with him 


a filver goblet and fome fpoons, which 
belonged to his matter, and were under 
his care. ‘Thefe he immediately pawned, 
expecting that he should be able to releafe 
them before they would be miffed. But 
fooner or later the-devil always leaves his 
fervants in the lurch: and fo now he fer- 


ved John, 


With the money thus wickedly obtain- 
ed he returned to the place of drawing, 





















and arrived juft time enough to lofe it all, 
except a few fhillings, before that day’s 
drawing ended. Stung with vexation he 
came out into the ftreet, curfing himfelf, 
and curfing others ; and hurried along 
with fome of his new companions to a 
public houfe. Public houfes in his better 
days he had not been accultomed to fre- 
quent. The liquor which he drank to 
drown care foon inflamed him to madnefs, 
and prepared for every thing that was 
bad: At one moment he thought of put- 
ting an end to his own life, which 4 
now become a burthen. Alas! had he 
followed the advice of his wite, or taken 
the word of Gop for a direGtion, how 
different would his fittatign have been ! 

He knew not what to do: Return home 
he durft not: for he dreaded the thought 
of its being difcovered that he had em- 
bezzled his maiters property. Ad to 
continue adventuring in the Lottery he 
had not thé means. His mind was torn 
by various paflions ; it was a kind of Hell. 
But he was not truly penitent for his of- 
fence ; and did not pray to Gop for u1s 
vracious afliftance: He therefore went on 


eg 
from bad te worfe. His companions, || ” 
more hardened in wickednefs, laughed |” 
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i ‘arit dartled by the propoial ; 
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at his diftrefs. He heard them with fur. 
prife boaft of the various cheats by which 
they fupported themfelves in their villa- 
ny. Butone of them took him afide into 
an inner room, and after they had called 
for more drink, told him plainly that he 
was a blockhead for being fo much cali 
down by his lofles; and that if he had 
only {pirit enough, he might foon have as 
full a purfe as ever. Firft {wearing John 
to fecrecy, he propofed that they fhould 
join together in a icheme which he had 
formed of committing a highway robbery 
that night. He mentioned a gentleman 
who was to_return to town with a fum of 
money late in ie evening by the Edge- 
ware road; ‘aflured John of getting a 
rich and eafy ‘ety. «]T lived in this gen- 
tleman’s family, faid he, till a year ago; 
and a good fervice it was, for I had high 

wages and little work. But truly becaufe 
I got drunk now and then, he parted with 


1G } 


-| me and would not give me a character 


for fobriety, and I have been out of place 
ever fince. But I am now my own mal- 


ter; get money in an eafier way, -and 
drink as much as I[ pleafe. A fhort life 
and a merry one, fay J.’ ‘John was at 


but after a 




































| ao 
moment’s paufe, obferved with an oath, 
that be was in for it, and would not 


Ure 
ich 


lla. [% flinch. He was foon furnifhed with pittols 
nto [§ by his companion, whofe name was Smith; 
led J but when John took them, he exprefleda 


he 
alt 


hope that there might be no blood fhed. 


lad They fallied forth together, and lay 
as [ concealed ina field nearthe road. A few 
hn §§ days before John would have ftarted with 


id 


horror at the thought of being engaged. f 


lad in fuch a bufinefs : but when a man once 

ory fF gives way to what is evil, it is impoflible 

an #§ to fay where he willtop. The expe&ted || 
.of @ gentleman foon arrived; when rufhing |} 
ge- out, one of them feized the reins of his | 
oa horfe, while the other held a’piftol to his | 
on- breaft, and with horridoeaths demanded | 
rO 5 hismoney. ‘The gentleman, a Mr. Stew- | 7 
gh art, immediately {napped a piftol, which ||) 
ufe miffed fire ; and both the robbers difchar- |) 
ith ff ging theirs, fhot him dead on the fpot. |} | 
ter hey had hardly time to rifle his pockets, 1) 
Ace when the neighbourhood was alarmed by Wi 
af- the report: of the piftols, and they were.) 
nd @ obliged to fly with all fpeed: but bein (7 
ife favoured by the darknels of the night, )@ 
sat they got clear off from their purfuers, ip 


After haftily fharing the fpoils, and again iy 
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ce 


fwearing each other to fecrecy, (as if 
oaths could bind villains,) they feparated 
for greater fafety, and fpent the remain. 
der of the night at different houfes «+ ill- 
fame. But John’s mind was now racked 
with remorfe, and guilt was vifible in his 
countenance. When day-light came, he 
endeavoured to compole himfelf to fleep ; 
but in vain : the image of the perfon whom 
he had murdered haunted his imaginati. 
on; and the torment of his confcience 


‘was almoft more grieveus than the pu- 


nifhment of the law which he dreaded. 
He had intended to.employ his ill-gotten 
gain in trying. bis fortune farther in the 
Lottery, that eurfed®’Lottery which had 
brought on all his mifery ; and had he 
cone fo, it & probable that he would 
have been firipped as he was the day be- 
fore. But all courage now failed him; 
and being afraid to appear in -public, he 
flunk to his maiter’s houfe at an early 
hour, and indulged the hope that as there 
was no witnefs of the horrid deed but 
himfelf and his companion, tt would re- 
main undifcovered for ever. He little 
setnembered that Gon’s eye faw it; and 
shat his Providence feldom (if ever) fuf- 
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fers fuch wickednefs to pafs unpunithed, 
even in this world. 


His wife, though furprifed at her huf- 
bands {peedy arrival, welcomed him with 
affection; and tenderly enquired after 
the welfare of their little boy. ‘ Aik no 
queftions, Woman!’ was his only reply. 
She was {truck dumb with aftonifhment! 
but when fhe perceived a piltol under his | 
coat, fhe clafped her hands in agony of J 
horror; and not daring to afk a queilion, | 
fhe funk on the chair, and trembled like 


afpen leaf. 


The robbery and murder now became 
the talk of the town; and John’s matter 
afked him whether he had heard any thing 
of the circumftances. He had only pow- 
er toanfwer, ‘ No, Sir,’ 
voice. 
in him, when he heard foon after that | 
his companion (who had been a notorious 


offender) was. taken up on fufpicion of ij} 
having committed the fact! yet he fill 1%) 
thought there was no evidence that could |) 
Every rap at the door |} 
Every perfon that looked |)7 


prove the charge. 
itartked him. es 
at him feemed to know his guilt. . He 





with afaultering |} 
But how did his heart fink with- | * 





















place in each other, 
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fometimes thought of flying; but again 
determined to ftand his ground, left his 
ab{conding fhould occafion an immediate 
purfuit. Some days pafled thus, and he 
began to flatter himfelf that all was fafe, 
But as he lay one night fleeplefs and tof- 
fing, his afflicted wife weeping by his fide 
and afraid to enquire into the caule of his 
fituation, a noife was heard at the door; 
and on its opening, the officers of juf- 


‘tice entered to apprehend him. Smith had 


turned king’s evidence to fecure his own 
life: fo little confidence can villains 
John was now drag- 
ged pale and trembling to Newgate, while 
poor Molly clung to him fhrieking, and 
fainted away as foon as they entered thie 
priion. When fhe came to herfelf, fhe 
felt that her heart was broken. She ne- 
ver raifed her head again. Yet fhe at- 
tended him clofely for a while; but pi- 
ned, and foon funk beneath the weight 
of her affliction. With her dying breath 
fhe prayed that her hufband might be 
brought to repentance, and might yet 
obtain mercy at the hand of God. When 
brought to the bar, he caft a look of indig- 
nation and reproach at his accomplice, 
who now appeared as evidence againg 
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him; which the other returned with 4 
malicious fneer. His guilt was clearly 
proved: all circumftances confirmed it. 
When the Judge was going to pafs fen- 
tence, he cried out for a Jong day. Oh 
that a Jong day were granted to every man 
fentenced to fuffer death ; even to a mur- 
derer! But in the cafe of murderers the 
law determines otherwife, and it was not 
the bufinefs of the Judge to give his opi- 
nion of the law, but topafs its fentence. 
He addreffled John as follows; ‘“ Unhappy 
man! you feem to have forgotten that in 
the murder of Mr. Stewart you allowed 
him notime. In a moment, and without 
provocation, you fent a worthy perfon 
who had never harmed you into Eternity: 
The laws of Gop and man demand your 
forfeited life. You muft prepare for al- 
moft immediate execution. Your fate 
will, I truft, be an awful warning to ma- 
ay. You might have lived long, ufeful, and 
refpected, had you been content with what 
you acquired by honeft induitry ; had not 
the defire of hafty and unrighteous gain 
taken pofleffion of your heart. I mourn 
over the exiftence of fuch a public nui. 
lance as appears to have been the firft o¢- 
cafton of your fall: and I cannot help de- 




































claring, that I have never fat upon this 
bench after the drawing of the Lottery, 
but I had reafon to think it had proved the 
ruin of many of the unhappy culprits who 
appeared before me. I would earnefily 
exhort the crowds that hear me to abhor 
the thoughts of adventuring in it, and to 
fly from it as from a plague, which will 
deftroy domeftic happinefs and inward 
peace, and bring upon them every kind 
of diftrefs.. Prifoner! .I mourn that o- 
thers fhould be involved in your calami- 
ty, who have not been partners in your 
guilt: that an amiable and virtuous wo- 
woman, as I am informed, fhould have 
died broken- hearted on your account; 

[here*the prifoner groaned |—and that 
your infant child muft be left an orphan 
in the world, that will be too forward to 
reproach him with his father’s crime. 
But your doom in ¢/is world is fealed. 
vs {tate inthe mext now calls loudly 
for all your attention, and I moft earnelt- 
ly exhort you to call upon Him for repen- 
tance and pardon, who came into the 
world to fave even the chief of finners. 
May you have grace therefore.to employ 
the little time remaining for you in this 
world, in imploring His mercy,’ As te 
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this fm the wretch before me, who has been an 
ery, accomplice with you in your crime, and 
‘the upon whole evidence you have been con- 
vho fg victed, he will notefcape juftice. I muft 
fly remand him back to Newgate, that he 
hor m may ftand his trial upon the charge of two 
Jto | other robberies. It is a painful but ne- 
will | ceflary part of my office to which I now 
ard proceed. It is with a bleeding heart I 
‘ind fg pronounce your fentence, which is, that 
to. you be. hanged, drawn and quartered on 
mi @ Daturday next the 15th inftant, and may 
our the Lorp have mercy on your foul!” 
WO0- 

awh He was executed according to his fen- 
nt; i tence ; and would to Gop that this hifto- 
that @2Y might prove a warning to all, againtt 
han @ (ying their fortune in the Lottery! 

l to } 

me. 


THE END. 
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HAPPY WaAT2SM AN. 


Gentleman and lady walking on 

the banks of the river Thames, {pi- 
ed afmall ferry-boat with a neatly drelied 
waterman rowing towards them; on his 
nearer approach, they read on the ftern 
of his boat, thefe words, "THe Happy 
Waterman.—Without taking any no- 
tice of it, they determined to enter into 
convertation with him, and inquiring into 
his fituation in life, they found that he 
had a wue and five children, and fupport- 
ed alfo an old father and mother-in-law 
by his own labour. The géntleman and 
lady were upon this fill nore lucpetied 
at the title he had given himiel{, and f vid, 
“omy friend, if this is your fituation, how 
is it that you call yourfelf the happy wa- 
terman ??? I can ‘éafily explain this to 
your fatisfaction,’” anfwered the young 
man, “if you will give me leave ;” and 
they Searing him to proceed, he fpoke 
aS follows : “ Thave obferved that our 
greate ft bleflings in life are oftenlgokéedup- | 
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on as the greateft diftrefles, and Gre in fact | Hy : 


































made fuch by means of imprudent con. 
duct. My father and mother died a fey 
years ago, and leit a large family ; my 
father was a waterman, and I was “his af. 









fiftant in the management of a ferry-boat, Ay 
‘by which he fupported his family; onf . 4. 
his death it was neceffary (in order to Pay ou 
his jult debts) to fell our boat, I parted, 
from it—even with tears—but the diltrels fay 
that I felt ipurred me on to indufiry, fori .. 
 faid, 1 will ufe every kind of diligence P- 
to purchaie my boat back again. I went] |; 
to the perfon who had bought it, and told ;,, 
gy oy defign; he had giventive guineas oq 
; wut told me, as Iwas once the .g 

aaieas, that I fhould have it whenever Ij 1, 
could raije five pounds. ‘ Shall the boat¥ },, 
be mine again! faid I; my heart bounded] 4, 
at the thought! te 
n 

I was at this time married to a good 4; 
young woman, and we lived ina neigh-§ ,, 
bouring cottage ; fhe was young, healthy, +} 
and induftrious, and fo was I, and we lo-# ¢ 
ved one another.—What might we not® ,, 
MRGErERS | My father uled to fay to me, ¢ 
‘Always do what is right; labour dili-# g, 
gentiv, and {pend your money carefully; § 


and Gop will blefs your ftore.’ We 
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treafured up thefe rules, and determined 
to try the truth of them. My wife had 
long chiefly fuported two aged parents : 
I loved them as my own—and the defire 
of contributing to their fupport, was an 
additional four to my endeavours to re- 
purchafe the boat. I entered mytelf as 
a day-labourer, in the garden of our 
fquire: and my wife was ‘occafionally to 
perform fome fervices at the houfe, and 
employed herfelf in needle work, {pin- 
ning or knitting at home; not a moment 
in the day was fuffered to pafs unemploy- 
ed—we fpared for ourfelves and furnifh- 
ed all the comforts we could to the poor 
about us—and every week we dropped a 
little overplus into a fairing-box, to buy 
the Boar. If any accident or charity 
brought us an additional fhilling, we did 
not enlat rge our expence, but kept it for 
the soatT! The more care we took the 
more comfortable we felt, for we were 


the nearer the pofleflion of our little BoaT. iy 


Our labour was lightened, by looking for- jj 
ward to the attainment of our withes. il 
Our family indeed increafed, but with |] 
at our friends increafed alfo, for the ; 
linefs and frugality which furmifhned our 
cottage, and the content 





clean- 


and cheerfulnefs || 4 
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duct. My father and mother died a fey a7 
years ago, and leit a large family; myff,,, 
father was a waterman, and I was his af. ar 
fiftant in the management of a ete Rigen at 

‘by which he fupported his family ; “Ai 

his death it was neceflary (in order to fe is 

his jult debts) to fell our boat, I parted ‘ ; 

| from it—-even with tears—but the diltrefs fay 
4 that I felt {purred me on to indultry, for pe 
>, fiaid, 1 will ule every kind of diligence] .., 
A to purchafe my boat back again. I went, 
if to the perfon who had bought it, and told * 
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“dt, Dut ree me, as Iwas once the .4 
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at the thought! | 
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treafured up thefe rules, and determined 
to try the truth of them. My wife had 
long chiefly fuported two aged parents : 
J loved them as my own—and the defire 
of contributing to their fupport, was an 
additional fpur to my endeavours to re- 
purchafe the boat. I entered mytelf as 
a day-labourer, in the garden of our 
{quire : and my wife was occafionally to 
perform fome fervices at the houfe, and 
employed herfelf in needle work, {pin- 
ning or knitting at home; not a moment 
in the day was fuffered to pafsunemploy- 
el—we fpared for ourfelves and furnifh- 
ed all the comforts we could to the poor 
about us—and every week we dropped a 
little overplus into a fairing-box, to buy 
the Boat. If any accident or charity 
brought us an additional fhilling, we did 
not enlarge our expence, but kept it for 
the Boat! The more care we took the 
more comfortable we felt, for we were 


the nearer the poffeffion of our little Boat. 1 


Our labour was lightened, by looking for- 


ward to the attainment of our wifhes. 4 
Our family indeed increafed, but with Mg 
at our friends increafed alfo, for the clean- |) 
linefs and frugality which furnifhed our |) 


cottage, and the content and cheerfulnefs 
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that appeared in it, drew the notice off; 
our rich neighbours; of my matter and 
miltrefs particularly, whofe rule was not 
encourage the idle. They did not approve 
of giving money to the poor; but in col 
winters, or dear times, allowed us to bu 
things at a cheaper rate: this was mone 
to us, for when we counted our little cath 
for the week’s marketing, all that was 
faved to us by our tickets to purchafe 
wings at reduced prices, went inte our 
“* fittle box.” If my children gota pen. 
ny at gm yee for areward, to buy ginger. 
bread, they brought it home, they faid, 
to help buy the soar—for they would 
have no gingerbread till dady has got 
his boat again! ‘Thus from time to time 
our little ftore infenfibly increafed, till 
one pound only was wanting of the five, 

when the following accident happened. 

Coming home one evening from my work, 

I faw in my road a {mall pocket book: 
on opening it, I found a bank note of 
ten pounds, which plainly enough belong- 
ed to my mafter, for his name was upon 
it, and I had alifo feen him pafling that 
way in the evening; it being too late 
however to return to the houie, I went 
on my way. When I told my family of 
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ine accident, the little ones were thrown 
nto a tranfport of joy. My dears, faid I, 
vhat is the matter? ‘“ Oh! daddy, the 
goat! the Boat! we may have two or 
hree boats!” I checked them by my 
ooks, and afked them if they recoliected 
vhofe money that was? they faid, “ your’s, 
s you found it.”? I reminded them that 
Iwas not the real owner, and bid them 
think how they would all feel, fuppofing 
aftranger was to take our box of money, 
if I fhould happen to drop it on the day 
[went to buy back the boat! This thought 
had the effect on their young minds that 
Idefired: they were filent, and pale with 
the reprefentation of fucha difafter! and 
I begged it might be a lefion to them -ne- 
ver to forget the golden rule of “ doing, 
as they would others to do by them ;” 
for by attention to this certain guide, no 
one would ever do wrong to another. I 
alfo took this opportunity, to explain to 
them, that the poffeflion of the noat by 
difhoneft means would never aniwer, 
ince we could not expect the blefling of 
Gop upon dad deeds. 





To go on with my ftory—the next 
morning [put the pocket-book into my 
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bofom, and went to my work, intendingimld 
as foon as the family rofe to give it to my ver" 
maiter, but what were my feelings, when um. 
on iearching in my boiom, i: was nomrem 
where to be found! I halied back, alongpmefie 
the road I came, looking diligent ly allfrote 
the way, but, in vain; “there were nomvon 
traces of any fuch thing.—I would notffprie! 
return into my cottage becaule I withedfiife 
to fave my family the pain [ felt, and infhead 
the hope of {till recovering the book, Into 
went to my work, following another pathfknd 
which I recollected I had alfo gone by for \ 
on my return to the garden gate, I wasfur 
accofted by the gardener, whe, in ameont 
threatening tone told me, I was fufped. ent. 
ed; that our mafter had loft a pocket{in h 
book, defcribing what I had found, and| My 
being the only man abfent from the garfheci 
den at the hour of work, the reft of thelbf t 
men alfo denying that they had any fuchi|vou 
thing, there was every reafon to concludefiitor. 
that I mutt have goi it. Before I couldier ; 
anfwer, my diftrefled countenance con-fthis 
firmed the fufpicion ! and another fervantithat 
coming up, faid I was deteCed, for tliat§ivail 

a perfon had been fent to my houfe, andmat 
hier my wife and family had owned it allffhow 


and had defcribed the pocket-book. nat 
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pld them the real fact, but it feemed to 
very one unlikely to be true; every cir- 
umftance was againft me, and, my heart 
rembles to look back upon it, I was ar- 
efted, and hurried away to prifon! I 
protelted my innocence, but I did not 
ronder that I gained no credit! Great 
prief now opprefled my heart! my poor 
vife, my dear children, and my grey- 
eaded parents, were all at once plunged 
Into want and mifery, inftead of the eafe 
and happinefs which we were expecting; 


Mor we were juft arriving at the height of 


pur earthly wifhes! I had, however, one 
confolation left, that I knew J was inno- 
ent, and I trufted that by “ perfevering 
in honefty,”? all might come right at lait! 
My refolution was, as I had. certainly 
been the caufe, tho’ without any defign, 
of the fecond lofs of the property, that 


would offer, alas! the whole of our little 


tore, to make it good as far as in my pow- 
er; and I fent for my wife to give her 
this fad commiffion, but fhe informed me 
that even this facrafice could be of no a- 
vail, for, faid the, my miaiter has been 
at the cottage, when I told him freefy 
how you had found the note, but unfortu- 
nately had loft it again; and l added, that 
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I was fure both I and my hutfband wou] 
make the beft return in our power, aftefl .. 
which I produced our little fairing-boym & 
and begged him to accept the contents f 
which had been fo long raifing, as all w¢ 
had tooffer: But, Sir, faid the waterman 
coliceive my agony, when fhe added, tha 
my mafter angrily refufed, faying, tha 










ote 


T 

our Being in pofleflion of all that mone 
Ty 
was of itfelf the clearelt proof of my guilt % 
for it was impoflible, with my large fami i 


ly, and no greater opportunities than my. , 
neighbours, that I could come honeftlg). 

by fuch a fum; therefore he was deter 
mined to keep me in goal till I fhould pa 
the whole. My unhappinels was vergf... 
great; however my mind by degrees bef. 
gan to be more ealy, for Il grew confiden 
that I fhould not truit in God and my ow1 
innocence in vain :—and fo it happened 
one of my fellow-labourers proved to b 
the perfon who had picked up the not 
after [had dropt it, having come a tev... 
minutes after me along the fame road tq. , 
work, and hearing that the fufpicion ha ie 
fallen altogether upon me, he was tempt§..j 
ed to turn the accident to his own advang, ,¢ 
tage, and conceal the property ; whic, , 
having kept in his own box for a fev 
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eeks, till he thought no fulpicion would 
eft upon him, he went and offered the 
ote for change, and being then fufpected, 

y matter had him taken up, and I was. 
eleafed. 


This fecond change from fo much mi- 
fry tohappinels was ~almoft too much for 
us! My mafter fent for me, and with 

any expreflions of concern for what 


Mad pafled, made me give him an account 


f the means by which I had collected 
he little fund, that fixed his fuipicions 
0 ftrongly uponme. I seeordit gty re- 
ted the hiftory of it as [have now done ;. 
ad when I came to that part, where | 
checked my children for their inconfider- 
ute joy, on my finding the note, he role, 
ith much kindnefs in his looks, and 
utting the bank bill into my hand, he 
aid, “. Take it !—the bank note: fhall be 
heirs, Itis. the beit and only return | 
can make yon, as. well asa juit reward 
of your honefty : and it will bs a fubiian- 
lal proof to your children of the good- 
els of your inftructions, for they will- 
hus early fee, and feel the benefit of ho- 
nelly and virtue 1? 
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This kind and worthy gentleman inte 
refted himfelf much in the purchafe of m 
boat, which, in lefs than a week I wa 
in full pofleflion of. The remainder o 
my mafter’s bounty, and the additiona 
advantage of the ferry, has placed me i 
comfortable circumitances, which I hum 
bly truftin God will continue to usa 
, long as we continue our labour, and ho. 
) neft diligence ; and I can fay from my 
4 long experience that the fruit of our own 
| induftry is always fweeteft. I have noyw 
alfo the pleafure of being able to help 
others, fer when a rich pafienger takes 
‘ my ferry, as my ftory is well known in 
: the neighbourhood, he often gives me 
more than my fare, which enables me to 
let the next poor perfon go over for halt 
price,” | 
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at The lady and gentleman were extreme- 
| ly pleafed with the Watermans ftory, and 
willingly joined in calling him the Har. 
py WaTERMAN. ‘They pafled over in 
his ferry-boat for the fake of making hing 
an handfome prefent. And from thisyf* 
time, becoming acquainted with his fam- poe 
ly, they did them every fervice in their’ 
power, giving beoks and fchooling toy | 
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ttle ones, and every comfort to the old 
ther and mother-in-law as long as they. 
vived. ‘They were very delirous of 
nowing what became of the unfortunate 
llow-labourer, who had fo dreadfully 
one afide from the principles of honefty, 
nd they learnt that he was, after a fhort 
mprifonment, fet at liberty by his mafter 
tthe éarnett entreaty of the honeft Wa-d 
erman, as he faid it was partly thro’ his \ 
srelefsnefs in lofing the note, that the. 
emptation had fallen in his feHow-labour- 


i’s way ; he had moreover a very large’ 


amily, his mafier allo was fo good as to 
onfider that he was a man who had not 
een blefied with a good education im his 
outh, fo that having little fear of God , 


, efore his eyes, and having a great tem pta-- 


ion in his way, he had been the more. 
ally led to commit this ey, wicked ac." 
ion, by which he would have utehed a 
himfelf at the expence of an innocent 
man.. I have a great pleafure in adding, 
hat the thought of wnt he had done, to- 
gether with “the eenerofity of the water 
man, had fo ftroug’an effe@ upon this 
oor fellow, that he afterwards had it 
vritten up on his cottage door, Do ‘ss 
YOU WOULD BE DONE uNTo. And he 
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hath refolved to follow this rule himf{e| 
in future, and alfo taught it to all his chi] 
dren’: indeed it became arule well knoy 
over the whole parifh, for every littl 
child having been informed of this ftory 

vas told that he ought to confider beforé 
le did any aétion, whether he would lik 
yhis brother, or fifter, or fchool-fellow, t 
ilo the fame by him; and if not that the 
‘action was wrong, and not to be done 
let the profit be ever fo great. Surel 
then, thofe who have lived long, and feen 
inuch of life, and have had much religious 
infitruction alfo, fhould never depart fron 
this fimple and certain rule. And itis 
jhe tame to all ranks——it requires neithe 
earning nor abilities to “ do as you would 
be done unto,”? nor can any {tation how- 
ever great, no nor any circumitances, 
however trying, excufe men from giving 
‘their conftant attention to it. 
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